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Abraham Lincoln was elected to Congress in 1846.
John F.  Kennedy was elected to Congress in 1946.

Abraham Lincoln was elected President in 1860.

John F. Kennedy was elected President in 1960.

Both were particularly concerned with civil rights.

Both wives lost their children while living in the White House.

Both Presidents were shot on a Friday.

Both Presidents were shot in the head.

Now it gets really weird ….

Lincoln’s sectretary was named Kennedy.

Kennedy’s secretary was named Lincoln.
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Both were assassinated by Southerners.

Both were succeeded by Southerners names Johnson.


Andrew Johnson, who succeeded Lincoln, was born in 1808.


Lyndon Johnson, who succeeded Kennedy, was born in 1908.

And it gets more intriguing


John Wilkes Booth, who assassinated Lincoln, was born in 1839.


Lee Harvey Oswald, who assassinated Kennedy, was born in 1939.

Both assassins were known by their three names.

Both names are composed of fifteen letters.

Now hang on to your seat ………

Lincoln was shot at the theater named ‘Ford’.

Kennedy was short in a car called ‘Lincoln’ made by ‘Ford’.




Lincoln was shot in a theater and his assassin ran and hid in a warehouse.

Kennedy was short from a warehouse and his assassin ran and hid in a theater.

Both Booth and Oswald were assassinated before their trials.

And finally …………….

A week befoe Lincoln was shot, he was in Monroe, Maryland.

A week before Kennedy was shot, he was with Marilyn Monroe.

Now …. is that coincidence or is it coincidence?

ST THERESA’S PRAYER

In August last year I received the following e-mail from Australia.  It asked that I pass this on to 11 people and as I photocopy between 80 and 100 there must be at least 11 of you out there!

In case you’re not aware, Saint Theresa is known as the Saint of the Little Ways, meaning she believed in doing the little things in life well and with great love.  She is also the patron Saint of flower growers and florists. (Susan, Hazel, Brenda and Sheila please note.).

I was asked not to break the chain etc, etc (which I usually disregard) but the e-mail did say ‘Prayer is one of the best free gifts we receive. ….. and I would say A-men to that. [image: image3.jpg]




     NEWS FROM PROPERTY

We’ve had a really busy (and expensive) Christmas as you may, or may not have noticed as you’ve walked through from Church to the Coffee Lounge.

Job 1 - Just prior to Christmas sun blinds were fitted in the Old Hall and in Room one so that a considerable amount of glare was subdued.  In Room 1 it meant we could remove the very elderly and dirty velvet curtains (and strangely enough the cost of the blinds was little more that a couple of dry cleans of the curtains).  The blinds in the Old Hall have also given privacy to those people using the room.
Job 2 – It was also agreed that it was about time the Old Hall had a new lick of paint and whilst this was being done we would extend redecoration along the corridor from the Old Hall to Room 1, the toilet and Room one itself.  And, we feel, what a really good job has been done.  After receiving quotes of  from £2,700 - £4,300 we were able to obtain the services of a young man (who happens to be Jean Nelson’s nephew) for less than the lowest of  these estimates.  And at this point we would like to recommend Jonathan to you .As you know, Bob Downs was ‘in the business’ for many years and he has been extremely impressed by the cleanliness and dependability of Jonathan who has just begun to try to break into the decorating world.  So if you need any painting/ decorating done why not try Jonathan.  He can be contacted on his mobile phone Number 07756  879  511.

Job  2   One of the radiators in the Old Hall and another in the extension have not been working and required repair ….. or so we thought.  However, on closer inspection it was realised that a considerable amount of corrosion had taken place and all 5 radiators needed to be replaced.

Then it was realised that the radiator guards no longer fitted the new design radiators and as a result they also had to be replaced.  

Then the company also identified that the unpleasant smell in the office had been a very tiny gas leak which whilst it would not cause a risk to health or a danger to the building had been a cause of concern over the past few weeks. The problem has now been resolved and the office now boasts a sweet and pleasant atmosphere
New digital time switches were also fitted and all this has cost in the region of £7,000. 

Job 3 – the New Year was met with the erection  of a new gate across the road access at the side of the church.  

You may remember that retractable bollards were fitted not very long ago.  These were fitted as a matter of emergency when information led us to believe that travellers, who were being evicted from the Community fields, had been ‘viewing’ our car park as a feasible next venue.  The bollards were not a success  - the were too heavy to lift and in winter became frozen in place and could not be lowered. 

It was agreed in Church Council that a gate be fitted which further increases the safety to users of the premises.

From what I remember of the last Property meeting the next job is the replacement of chairs in the extension.  The existing upholstered chairs do not meet fire regulations and many are looking a bit worse for wear and we hope to replace with a more comfortable model than the existing plastic chairs.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the Property Committee, with help from the Stewards, for all their efforts throughout the year and particularly over this busy Christmas week, for the work that they do in endeavouring to maintain our premises.  Many, many thanks.
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We decided to visit the Gambia for a spring break having spent many hours (or was it days?) searching the Internet for a destination and holiday which would help to satisfy a wide range of our aspirations and concerns. We found a Website ‘responsibletravel.com’ which seemed to promote a different style of trip and from here we selected Footsteps Ecolodge in the Gambia.

The Gambia is a very small country on the western seaboard of Africa approximately due west of the main Sahara desert region. It is essentially a very narrow strip bordering the Gambia River with a slightly enlarged area just to the north and south of the estuary. It is economically very poor with a small agricultural output. One of the major sources of income is from tourism and a move is underway towards what is now termed ‘eco-tourism’ which, amongst other things, tries to increase the retention of tourism income within the country and reduce the usage of local resources such as power and water. 

The Lodge we chose is situated in the southern coastal area near the border with Senegal and well clear of a series of resort h

hotels that have been built on the coast near the river estuary. The lodge was established about five years ago on very sound ecolo

gical principles. All power generation is from solar energy and water extracted from a well is recycled into irrigating the fruit and vegetables grown in the lodge garden. The lodge comprises ten African style huts fitted out to a very comfortable standard in a garden setting around a naturally filtered freshwater splash pool, an excellent restaurant and a couple of administration buildings complete the set up. 

The gardens are a great attraction for wildlife birds, lizards, frogs and bats abound and are an excellent place for just relaxing. The lodge has a large number of staff, all from the local village who are all employed on very favourable terms when compared to the local ‘norm’ with healthcare, pensions and paid holidays. Many of the staff were involved from the initial construction period and their role has evolved as the Lodge developed. This has helped to create a really pleasant environment in the lodge where an enthusiasm for the place is very apparent.

As well as spending some time around the lodge we spent some time fishing and then a day travelling by boat around the creeks near the Gambia river estuary, meandering by dugout canoe amongst the mangroves and then on a sunset cruise by a motorised pirogue, a big canoe with a canopy to offer some protection from the sun.

The beaches in the area are magnificent with miles of empty stretches linking small fishing communities. The fish are caught offshore from large pirogues and much of the catch is either sun dried on racks or smoked in low murky sheds and sold to local communities or ferried to the larger towns. A significant proportion is also exported to nearby countries by truck and sea.

Perhaps our most memorable day was spent on the Allaheim river which forms the southern border with Senegal. We travelled by dugout canoe hewn from a Boabab tree, with narrow, extremely uncomfortable pieces of wood jammed across to form seats. There were four of us and the boatman on the trip and as we set off downstream towards the river mouth the canoe wobbled alarmingly whenever any of us tried to get a bit more comfortable or turn a bit too quickly to follow a bird or take a photograph. Our concerns about the stability of the boat were soon dispelled as we started running aground and the boatman stepped out into the calf deep water to tug the canoe free. The estuary was teeming with birds from the  waders flocking the mudflats to the myriad small kingfishers, large herons and some majestic ospreys. We stopped for lunch at a small restaurant in Senegal, it seemed deserted when we arrived but a superb meal of mixed salad and baked barracuda was conjured up from a very dark and mysterious looking kitchen.  

We travelled around the locality using taxis and a small donkey cart. The cart was a great experience and an excellent way to meet the locals, it moved very slowly and locals would catch us up stay for a chat and then head off on their way. 

One evening a young people choir from the local Christian Church came to give a concert of singing and dancing accompanied by a group of drummers. The enthusiasm and stamina they showed was absolutely breathtaking.

About three days from the end of our planned stay at around midday a strong wind blew up seemingly from nowhere and a small bush fire, which had been smouldering the day before, suddenly tracked towards the lodge compound from nearby and the thatched roof of an adjoining house burst into flames. Sparks then spread throughout the lodge gardens and all the guests moved to an area of open ground whilst the staff attempted to douse the sparks and flames with water drawn from the pool. The guests were then packed into cars and rapidly ferried to the village out of harms way. We had managed to pick up our return flight tickets and wallets and a spare set of underclothes but not much else. After an hour or so news filtered back to us that most of the lodge had been virtually destroyed and we were being relocated to another lodge a few miles away. 

Next day we returned to find that most of the buildings had been very severely damaged but the staff had saved virtually all the guests belongings by bundling them into sheets and dragging them to safety. As we arrived to sort out and retrieve our things the staff were already hard at work, they had dismantled all the charred broken beams and woodwork and had started to strip the plaster rendering from the walls of the huts which had been cracked by the heat of the flames.  Plans seemed to be forming even at this early stage to get the place rebuilt and operational again within a few weeks.

When undertaking this sort of trip we have often wondered how close to our expectations would things turn out. Having read all the information available from the Lodge Website we searched out more information from other sources such as travel books and personal holiday blogs. The information we gleaned all pointed to it being a rather special place, providing an extremely pleasant location to visit that also provided much needed work in a very deprived part of Africa. This is exactly the kind of place it turned out to be and our main memories will be of the friendliness and kindness of the local people.

On the health front, we made sure we were up to date with vaccinations etc. and took anti malaria medication. We ate at a variety of local bars and restaurants but tended to be careful to drink water from the taps at the lodge. We had virtually no insect bites and no tummy upsets.

We are pleased to report that the reconstruction work at the Lodge is progressing well and they are expecting to take e few guests within the next week or so, a remarkable achievement in such a 


short while by all the staff who changed overnight from hoteliers to builders to work together to rebuild their livelihood and a very special place to visit.

Many thanks Peter & Sue (mainly Peter I think) for this article.  Sounds unusual.  Sounds good.   Ed

 

 
 
First Important Lesson The Cleaning Lady. 

During my second month of college, our professor gave us a pop quiz. I was a conscientious student and had breezed through the questions until I read the last one: 

"What is the first name of the woman who cleans the school?" 
Surely this was some kind of joke. I had seen the cleaning woman several times. She was tall, dark-haired and in her 50s, but how would I know her name? 

I handed in my paper, leaving the last question blank. Just before class ended, one student asked if the last question would count toward our quiz grade. 

"Absolutely," said the professor. "In your careers, you will meet many people. All are significant. They deserve your attention and care, even if all you do is smile and say "hello." 

I've never forgotten that lesson. I also learned her name was Dorothy. 

2. - Second Important Lesson - Pickup in the Rain 

One night, at 11:30 p.m., an older African American woman was standing on the side of an Alabama highway trying to endure a lashing rain storm. Her car had broken down and she desperately needed a ride. 
Soaking wet, she decided to flag down the next car. 

A young white man stopped to help her, generally unheard of in those conflict-filled 1960's. The man took her to safety, helped her get assistance and put her into a taxicab. She seemed to be in a big hurry, but wrote down his address and thanked him. 

Seven days went by and a knock came on the man's door. To his surprise, a giant console color TV was delivered to his home. 

A special note was attached – it read:

"Thank you so much for assisting me on the highway the other night. The rain drenched not only my clothes, but also my spirits. Then you came along. Because of you, I was able to make it to my dying husband's bedside just before he passed away... God 
bless you for helping me and unselfishly serving others." 

Sincerely, 
Mrs. Nat King Cole. 

3 - Third Important Lesson - Always remember those 
who serve. 

In the days when an ice cream sundae cost much less, a 10-year-old boy entered a hotel coffee shop and sat at a table. A waitress put a glass of water in 
front of him. 

"How much is an ice cream sundae?" he asked. 

"Fifty cents," replied the waitress. 

The little boy pulled is hand out of his pocket and studied the coins in it. 

"Well, how much is a plain dish of ice cream?" he inquired. 

By now more people were waiting for a table and the waitress was growing impatient. 

"Thirty-five cents," she brusquely replied. 

The little boy again counted his coins. 

"I'll have the plain ice cream," he said. 

The waitress brought the ice cream, put the bill on the table and walked away The boy finished the ice cream, paid the cashier and left. When the waitress came back, she began to cry as she wiped down the table. There, placed neatly beside the empty dish, 
were two nickels and five pennies.. 

You see, he couldn' t have the sundae, because he had to have enough left to leave her a tip. 

4 - Fourth Important Lesson. - The obstacle in Our Path. 

In ancient times, a King had a boulder placed on a roadway. Then he hid himself and watched to see if anyone would remove the huge rock. Some of the king's wealthiest merchants and courtiers came by and simply walked around it. Many loudly blamed the King for not keeping the roads clear, but none did anything about getting the stone out of the way. 

Then a peasant came along carrying a load of vegetables. Upon approaching the boulder, the peasant laid down his burden and tried to move the stone to the side of the road. After much pushing and straining, he finally succeeded. After the peasant picked up his load of vegetables, he noticed 
a purse lying in the road where the boulder had been. The purse contained many gold coins and a note from the King indicating that the gold was for the person who removed the boulder from the roadway.  The peasant learned what many of us never understand.  

Every obstacle presents an opportunity to improve our condition.


5 - Fifth Important Lesson - Giving When it Counts... 

Many years ago, when I worked as a volunteer at a hospital, I got to know a little girl named Liz who was suffering from a rare &   serious disease. Her only chance of recovery appeared to be a blood transfusion from her 5-year old brother, who had 
miraculously survived the same disease and had developed the antibodies needed to combat the 
illness. The doctor explained the situation to her little brother, and asked the little boy if he would be willing to give his blood to his little sister.
I saw him hesitate for only a moment before taking a deep breath and saying, "Yes I'll do it if it will save her."  As the transfusion progressed, he lay in bed next to his sister and smiled, as we all did, seeing the color returning to her cheeks. Then his 
face grew pale and his smile faded. 

He looked up at the doctor and asked with a trembling voice, "Will I start to die right away". 

Being young, the little boy had mis-understood the doctor; he thought he was going to have to give his sister all of his blood in order to save her. 



On Education Sunday, 4th February, Charles used the service composed by the South African churches for the week of Prayer for Christian Unity, previously used at the last Churches Together service. The theme was “Breaking the silence”. The Praise Band started the service with two songs. Dudley then read the miracle of how Jesus healed the deaf, mute man. Then five people spoke the words of some South Africans.  Susan Turner spoke as a grand-mother bringing up grandchildren because her own children had died of AIDS. Liz Spinks spoke as an expectant mother who suspected that her husband had AIDS; she feared for herself, her children and the unborn child.  Heather Coward spoke as an educated but battered wife fearing for her children and hoping to find a refuge. Geoff Lewis of the URC spoke as a Minister whose work was in conducting funerals for AIDS victims and then trying to do what he could for those left behind. Bill Golightly from Christ Church spoke as a 15 year old who had to forgo higher education in order to work and support his mother and younger siblings because their father had died of AIDS. 

In the evening there was a Taizé style service to celebrate Candlemas, which marks the presentation of Jesus in the Temple by his parents and his meeting with 

Simeon and Anna. It was well attended, by both Circuit and local church members. Susan Bayley and Liz Spinks opened the service by singing the Candle Song “Like a candle flame” as Rachel Harrison carried forward and lit a large candle which she placed on the Communion Table, speaking 

words about the light of the world. Liz Spinks read the lesson and Bill Golightly led the prayers. As usual people had the opportunity to light candles and make their own individual prayers.

Our Mission In Britain Anniversary was held on 18th February and the Rev. Graham Jones, Wyn’s younger son, led the worship. The previous Sunday Wyn and many of the family had attended the Baptism of his second daughter Jemima in Leamington Spa. It was lovely to meet Rachel, lively Daisy and smiling Jemima. Graham is the National Rural Officer for the Methodist Church and the United Reformed Church. He is based at the Arthur Rank Centre (ARC), Stoneleigh Park, Warwickshire. He works in a unit, supported by the National Churches, the Royal Agricultural Society of England and the Rank Foundation, which serves the rural community and its churches. 

He spoke to the Sunday Club about foods from this country and from abroad and wondered if the producers were getting a fair payment for their goods. In his sermon on the transfiguration he spoke of Christ’s mission already at work in the world and how we have to find the best ways to help. He spoke of  the work of ARC mentioning initiatives to use church premises for other purposes such as Post Offices, farmers markets, tourist centres etc. He spoke of hidden poverty in the countryside and the difficulty of finding affordable housing as there is now more migration of  town dwellers into the country than vice versa. ARC hopes to promote a greater understanding between urban and rural communities. He gave us much to think about. 

Also present at the service were the Rev. Mark and Judith Wakelin with Rebecca Byass, their daughter and her delightful baby, Elizabeth. It was a pleasant surprise to see them and a chance to congratulate Mark on his PhD, from London University, on the subject of Education.

This year the Lent Ecumenical Study Groups were based on the film “The Shawshank Redemption. A joint service and  showing of the film took place on Sunday evening 18th February at long Lane United Reformed Church led by Rev. Michael Walsh, who organised the groups and chose the material. The Groups, 8 in all meeting at different times, days and venues, started their meetings on Monday 26th February. Ron Caseley led a Group at Brown Lane on Monday evenings

On Thursday, 22nd February at 8 p.m. Charles led a well attended service for the District Scouts to celebrate the 150th Anniversary of Baden-Powell’s birth and the 100th Anniversary of Scouting.  The District Commissioner Peter Halliwell read a lesson  and led the congregation in the Renewal of the Scout Promise. Four leaders from the District read a verse each of the Scout Hymn. In his address Charles spoke about the life and work of Baden-Powell. Tanya Cross, our Cub Leader, was presented with with an award for 25 years service to Scouting. Afterwards there was buffet supper. Many thanks must go to Norma Rose for organising this enjoyable occasion.


On Sunday, 25th February the  Rev. Joy Levine, Ena and Sid’s daughter-in-law was our guest preacher and presided at a Communion service from The Canon of the Children of God in the Woodstock Liturgies. Sarah Armstrong, her God daughter read one of the lessons and Marjorie Darlington read the second one. Joy spoke of the calling she and Geoff, her husband, had had to go to India. Geoff, with his experience, went to work among diabetic patients and those who treat them in order to set up good working practices, record keeping etc. Joy went to minister wherever she was needed but mainly in a large hospital in Vellore, particularly among cancer patients, many of whom were young people, and with people who had suffered severe injuries in road accidents, common in India. After the service there was a buffet lunch at which Joy showed slides of their time in India and told us more about the work. Some very minimal action can improve things a great deal for patients, such as sandals to protect the feet of diabetics. The stories, all interesting and touching, were too numerous to relate. Joy and Geoff have obviously fallen in love with the country and its people and intend to return whenever they can. A collection of  £1,500, including Gift Aid was taken to help them with this work. A little money can go a very long way to help many people start a business, which improves their life and those of their family.

 

Fair Trade fortnight was celebrated in Café Unity by a visit from Sam Magouo, an organic coffee farmer, from Gumutindo in North East Uganda  near the Kenyan border. His farming co-operative grows coffee at between 2 and 3 thousand meters up in the mountains. In 1998 the Fair trade foundation taught them how to dry the beans properly, guaranteed them a price for their coffee and promised them an extra social premium, which in 7 years has been £16,000. This has allowed them to put money into local health centres, schools, start up a bank etc. More and more farmers join the co-operative as they see the benefits of belonging. Working conditions are better particularly for women who did much of the hardest work (e.g. carrying the huge sacks of coffee to the depot to be weighed - at the very least they now have wheel barrows!)  with no say in the business. They can now have shares in the co-operative and they with young people must have a represen-tative on all committees etc. A represen-tative of the Fair Trade Federation Pauline Howell, our Traidcraft Key Contact worker from Marple, was accompanying Sam, a very fit and energetic 70 year old on his whistle stop tour of our area.  Charles also spoke about fair Trade on his “Thought for the day” slot on Pure FM 107 Stockport’s local radio station.

The annual WWDP service was held on 2nd March at Brown Lane. The material  with the theme “United under God’s Tent” was prepared by the Christian women of Paraguay. Marjorie Wilson welcomed the good sized congregation and then Heather Bratt, Wyn Jones and Liz Spinks came forward carrying a blue cloth which they raised above themselves, like a tent, with the help of a pole. They then removed the pole and held the cloth over their shoulders like a cloak, uniting them together under God’s protection. During the first hymn Susan Markall placed symbols of the colourful Paraguayan landscape on the communion table e.g. flowers and fruit. Then ladies from St. Catherine’s church described the country of Paraguay. Later they spoke as women of the country telling about their lives. The first Bible reading from Genesis was about Sarah hearing that she was to have a son and laughing in disbelief. Joan Bleackley, a member at Christ Church and on the Churches Together committee, based her address on this reading. She spoke about the marriage of  Sarah and Abraham, of its many difficulties, which were overcome to give a good outcome. She thought the story sent the good and powerful message that nothing is too hard for God to do. Ladies from all the local churches took part. A collection of £90 was taken for the work of the WWDP Prayer Movement, for Christian Literature Societies and for Christian Educational Projects. Last year the largest annual grants were £18,000 each to the Bible Society, Feed the Minds and the United Society for Christian Literature.

Thanks go to Susan Bayley, who organised the whole event successfully at a difficult time for herself, and to Cath Charlett, assisted by Sheila Benson, who produced tea and coffee afterwards.

On 4th March Charles led the worship which included a Naming Ceremony for Gemma Lee Nowell, a sister for Melissa. She was supported by parents Nichola and James, their sons Nico and Patrick, and a large party of relatives and friends. As a church we remember Mollie Crawford, her great grandmother. Lauren Green read from Matthew’s Gospel. After the ceremony Nicole Denheim presented a candle to Gemma while Isobel Cowan read the words about “a light to the world” and then Joseph Corbelli presented Gemma with a toy in a bag, which she carried triumphantly round the church when Charles introduced her to the congregation. Then most of the visiting children, about 24, joined Sunday Club and had a marvellous time.

On Mothering Sunday morning, 18th March, Sunday Club members came into church to present all the women members of the congregation with a prayer bell on a beaded string. Isobel Cowan, Lucy Taylor and Ellie Rae demonstrated how these could be attached to a handbag, a keyring or a door knob in the house; so that when they are moved and ring they prompt you to remember in prayer someone or thing you had thought of previously. Sunday Club then went off to take prayer bells to the residents of  Pymgate House. There they also met Coco a chocolate coloured Labradoodle puppy. Earlier in the year Sunday Club members and other visitors to Pymgate House had been sorry to hear that Pat Fox’s large, very amiable and furry Alsatian, Guy had died.

In the evening, at Café Unity, there was an  “Oasis” gathering, with a Mothering Sunday theme of  Refreshing the Spirit. Simnel cake and shortbread hearts were served and the few people who attended enjoyed talking to each other, while some had a hand massage from Susan Turner.

On 25th March there was an All-age and Parade service to celebrate the 200th anniversary of the Abolition of the Transatlantic Slave Trade Act. Churches Together in England are running a campaign “Set all Free”  to commemorate this anniversary and to raise awareness of modern day slavery, people trafficking etc. which was the main theme of the service. Charles led the worship assisted by Sue Markall who led prayers of Adoration and Confession during which two members of SKY placed symbolic chains, which they had made, on the Communion table. Phil Maltby then read from Exodus and spoke about the reading. He got the congregation to stand with their hands held high and slightly forward to show how little room each slave had in the ship when they were transported. Charles spoke about John Newton and his varied life before “Amazing Grace” was sung. Phil read from Luke 4 and spoke about its meaning for people today. The story was told of Chaga, a young boy from Mali, taken under false pretences from his home to the Ivory Coast to work as a slave on a cocoa farm. Sue with the help of  Sunday Club led a Rainbow  of Reconciliation and the breaking of the chains. Tanya Cross and Julie Godsell, for the Uniformed organisations, lit candles beside maps of the countries as prayers were said for slaves, child labourers and people who have been trafficked in Cambodia, Ivory Coast, China, Estonia and for the Oasis Aruna Project in India, dealing with child labour. The young people then came forward to sign on the bricks of a symbolic wall, drawn up by SKY members. (More people signed on after the service). The wall will be photographed and the picture sent to one of the Anti-Slavery organisations. Charles spoke of ways in which we can help these campaigns by buying fairly traded goods and by speaking to others about these issues so that they are held in the publics attention. During the final hymn “We are marching in the light of God”  Sunday Club members paraded round church with their ribbons in the different colours of the rainbow. As they left church members of the congregation were each given a Fair Trade chocolate bar. The use of the data projector throughout the service enhanced the worship. A lot of thought went into this service and thanks must go to Charles and all those who organised and took part in it. It would have been good to see more of the Uniformed organisations attending such an historic event.

Before and after the service Amy Caulet and Amy Gribbin, members of SKY, held a sale of items for our next Operation Christmas Child Shoebox Appeal. Before the service they raised £55.  

After the service several people attended a farewell lunch for Rev. George Lane at St. Catherine’s church.

In the afternoon Charles led a well attended St. Ann’s Hospice memorial service at church. Nurses named and lit candles for 30 people who died recently in the Hospice. Susan Bayley played the organ and Jean Nevin, ably assisted by Beryl Haggis, served refreshments afterwards.

Congratulations to:-
Alf Hampson’s son Richard on his marriage, in February to Amanda in Sydney, Australia, where he has recently become a citizen.

Beryl and John Brannon on their Golden Wedding Anniversary in February.

David Murray, the Benson’s son-in-law and a former Treasurer of our church, on his 50th birthday.

Miscellaneous
During the rebuilding of the local Health Centre some of their clinics will be held at

Brown Lane Church on Monday and

Thursday afternoons and Wednesday mornings. This takes those with very long memories back to World War II when the Old Hall was used in a similar way.

We have been very glad to welcome Irene Cleave to our Sunday morning  services and hope she continues to worship with us.

Target giving.
Sheila Dean has collected £40 so far from sales through her Bargain Corner.

Margaret Burgess and Tuesday People hosted a Crazy Quiz and supper on the 24th February. It was a very entertaining evening and it was good to have some visitors joining the party. The good sum of £120 was raised for Target Giving.
Illness
Charles Bowers is home again after his knee operation but is gradually recovering.

John Turner’s arthritic back has not shown much improvement so far. We pray that some suitable treatment to ease his pain will be found soon.

Helen Gallamore has moved to a home at Marple, recently opened by the Mayor, especially designed for younger disabled people. We pray that the move will be good for her. 

Hilda Roylance has recently returned home after her long stay in Meadway Court, Bramhall. We pray that her condition may rapidly improve and that she will ultimately become more mobile. We look forward to seeing her in church again soon.

After his holiday in The Gambia Peter Bayley suffered some heart pains and had a few days in hospital. He is recovering at home. (see separate article written by Peter)

Albert Bracegirdle spent a week in hospital instead of the expected one night. He is now home and recovering.


Deaths
Sadly Ted Whittaker died early in March after several years of illness, during which Margaret had cared for him faithfully. His funeral was at Brown Lane. His grandson George read 1 Cor. 13 and his son-in-law Fred read the song from Cybeline Act 4 Scene 2. Charles gave the address covering the 88 years of Ted’s life and his 59.5 years of marriage to Margaret. He spoke of  Ted’s love, care and support of his children Janet and the late Peter and later of Janet and Fred’s sons Tom and George. Our love and prayers are with the family at this time.

Our sympathies go to Ron Caseley and his family on the death of his brother Ted, who died after many years of illness. He leaves a widow Mary and a daughter Corinne.


Many many thanks yet again to Marjorie for keeping us so well informed.
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COINCIDENCE?


or


History Mystery








I know I’ve mentioned before that I get a lot of  e-mails from my cousin in Australia.  They are mainly illustrated and often not worth passing on but I couldn’t resist this one.  It begins ….. “Have a history teacher explain this …. if they can …….





COINCIDENCE?


I think I have probably told you this before but its worth a second, third and even fourth telling I think.





My Dad spent the latter months of his life in an out of hospital.  His health and dementia were particularly distressing although we did have one or two very funny incidents  like during one stay when he swore he’d been on holiday with the Salvation Army and when we found his ‘holiday goods’ we soon realised he’d been round the ward collecting other people’s clothes, chocolate, toothpaste, blankets and even the blood pressure machine.  It was Jack in the opposite bed who led us to the discovery in a black plastic bag which Dad has put at the side of Jack’s bed.  Jack’s family lived away and I used to take a newspaper in to him and he kept me up to date on Dad’s activities.





The last time Dad was in hospital I arrived one visiting day to discover Jack in the opposite bed again.  Dad had recognised him and they had caught up on what had gone on in between hospital stays.  





I had prayed so fervently asking God to look after my Dad.  After this last stay Dad was put into a side ward where he died – very peacefully.  I went round into the main ward to tell Jack and thank him and say goodbye.  I looked at the name above Jack’s bed ….. it was Jack Godson.





Now …. is that coincidence or is it coincidence.


I don’t to this day believe so.  I believe my prayer had been answered and God’s Son looked out for my Dad on those final days.








The following two articles seem to have been omitted from some copies of the Bulletin.  They are re-produced here to bring everyone up to date.      Editor.








ST THERESA’S PRAYER


May today there be peace within.  May you trust God that you are exactly where you are meant to be.  May you not forget the infinite possibilities that are born of faith.  May you use those gifts that you have received, and pass on the love that has been given to you.  May you be content knowing you are a child of God.  Let this presence settle into your bones and allow your soul the freedom to sing, dance, praise and love.  It is there for each and every one of us.





OUR GAMBIAN HOLIDAY


Peter & Sue Bayley





SNIPPETS


I  apologise for repeating the little snippets in the last bulletin – I have them saved in a ‘Snippets’ file and usually delete them when I use them but last time I forgot … sorry!





If you have any snippets you would like included please put in the Bulletin box in the vestibule.





The people who followed the Lord were called the 12 decibels.


	


The Epistels were the wives of the Apostles.





One of the appossums was St. Matthew who was also a taximan





St. Paul cavorted to christianity, he preached holy acrimony which is another name for marraige.














    NEED ANY PAINTING/DECORATING DONE?





	       Contact Jonathan on his Mobile


                 Phone – 07756 879 511





             








From another e-mail:


The way we treat people


Lessons we should learn





:








LETTERS TO THE EDITOR�
�
�
  


                                                                                                           


From “IAWN” TO “BENDIGEDIG





We have recently "celebrated" our first year in Wales,during which time we re-read all the cards and good wishes sent to us from all the nice people at Brown Lane, and including the News Sheet, dated 12/2/06, written by John Harrison, who included a bit of Welsh, in his article.                                                                                                                                                                This reminded Mike, who, like many people who have moved to Wales, started lessons to learn Welsh.  At the start of every session, the tutor always asked how I was settling down in Wales and how I was progressing in her language and inevitably  I  answered "Iawn, Iawn" (OK,OK), which wasn't strictly true, but I had to sound positive.                                                                     





We are settling down nicely in the West Shore area of Llandudno, having joined a Methodist Church and already we are on the Coffee Rota!  No longer having a car, gives us a different perspective on travel, but we have become experts on bus and train movements in the area. Our local "Churches Together " numbers around 22 Churches and Chapels, including Baptist, Church of Wales, URC.,Catholic, Coptic (Egyptian), Welsh Chapels, Methodist, Presbyterian and the Emmanual Christian Centre and Mike has been nominated to help represent our Church, May 2007.                                                                                                            





Marian has joined a Country Dancing group,  an Historical group and there are ample opportunities to join several rambling groups, including one joint Methodist crowd, consisting of St.Johns in Llandudno and our Church, in Craig-y-Don.  We have volunteered our services in relation to restoring a local Welsh Baptist Tabernacle and Schoolroom, that was last used about four years ago.  Our first money-raising event was a Christmas Carol concert, which was held in the Tabernacle, at the beginning of December,06 when a male voice Welsh choir, with some of the Llandudno Town band, attracted over 200 people to the event.  





As from late March this year, a professional guide has offered to lead one-hour walks around Llandudno, so if any of you come this way and are at loss as to what to do,  you know where to go! (The Llandudno Trust and Heritage Centre).                                         





Well,we were informed that it takes 18 months to get settled down here and having recalled all the above events, when I'm next asked how we are progressing, I will answer "BENDIGEDIG" (MARVELLOUS!) 


                                                    Love from Marian&Michael Pickwick    �
�
�



Hearing the news this week we now know why Mike and Marian went to Wales – smoke free pubs and free prescriptions.   Good to hear from you both.   Many thanks.                          Ed�
�
�
�
�
�






More from the Pickwicks ……………





After the worship service ….


This evening at 7pm there will be a hymn sing in the park across from the church.  Bring a blanket and come prepared to sin.





Bertha Belch, a missionary from Africa, will be speaking tonight at Calvary Methodist.  Come hear Bertha Belch all the way from Africa.





Announcement for a national Prayer & Fasting Conference:  “The cost for attending the Fasting & Prayer Conference includes meals.”





The peacemaking meeting scheduled for today has been cancelled due to a conflict.








MARJORIE’S JOTTINGS





Church Family News February - March 2007








The next bulletin will be somewhat late as I leave Cheshire for a month visiting Gloucest-shire, Cornwall and the Scillies (by helicopter) for a month.





If you have any articles you would like reproduced please place them in the Bulletin Box in the front porch.						Ed





Ladies, Ladies


The ladies of the church have cast off clothing of every kind.  They may be seen in the basement on Friday afternoon.





Ladies, don’t forget the rummage sale.  It’s a chance to get rid of those things not worth keeping around the house.  Don’t forget your husbands.





Ladies’ Bible Study will be held Thursday at 10 am.  All ladies are invited to lunch in the Fellowship Hall after the BS is done.





The pastor would appreciate it if the ladies of the congregation would lend him their electric girdles for the pancake breakfast next Sunday.





Choir Practice


Next Thursday there will be tryouts for the choir.  They need all the help they can get.





Eight new choir robes are currently needed due to the addition of several new memebrs and to the deterioration of some older ones.





Miss Charlene Mason sang “I will not pass this way again,” giving obvious pleasure to the congregation.





The rector will preach his farewell message, after which the choir will sing “Break Forth Into Joy.”











