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I’ve had a wonderful Christmas.  A full of wonder Christmas.

[image: image9.wmf]Do you remember the film ‘The Glenn Miller Story’?  I went to see it two or three times when it was making the rounds many, many years ago.   When June Allison (I think it was) heard a new piece that Glenn Miller had arranged, she would gently rub the back of her neck where she was having a tingly sensation which told her this was good.

I, too, experienced this.  Do you remember me telling you how I would prepare for Christmas?  One of my activities was going to be a trip to the Bridgewater Hall for a 

[image: image10.wmf]Carol Concert for St Ann’s Hospice.  Imagine - the Hall filled with the St Ann’s Hospice choir, the Cheadle Hulme School choir, the Lancashire Chamber Orchestra and the audience.  Peter Wheeler made the introduc-tions and we stood up to sing ‘O Come, all ye faithful’.  It was magic …….. and the tingles began.  From the tips of my toes to the top of my head …………….. WONDERFUL.

Then there was Tuesday’s People evening.  We missed the Pickwick pantomime but I found a replacement in my Alan Titchmarsh book which I told you I’d be reading and that went down well (I think).  A lovely programme of carols and readings to really get us in the mood, a really good turn out,  Hot mince pies and mulled fruit cup and good company rounded off the evening …….   WONDERFUL.
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I had a double whammy Christmas.  The Bramhall Nativity and the Brown Lane Nativities were on two
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separate Sundays so I could attend them both.   The Bramhall one was quite straightforward but there were some beautiful songs for the children, the Brown Lane one brought the Nativity into the home (but who will forget the wise men …. with shades!).  In both nativities the kids were ….. WONDERFUL.

The candle-lit carol service.  The church was set out beautifully.  The atmosphere was ……. WONDERFUL

Christmas Day came.  Jesus came. ….. again …… and however many years I’ve been coming to church I find this happening ……..WONDERFUL.  
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Did you watch the Songs of Praise ‘Big Sing’ from the Albert Hall?  Kathryn Jenkins was singing and,  as I began this article, with over a thousand voices singing ….. “How wonderful, how glorious is the love of God … bringing healing” ….. WONDERFUL

Never mind the expense, the worry that the presents will be right, the disgruntled feeling when the gifts you received are wrong, (did you get ‘Grumpy Old Men’ too?).  All that shopping and throwing this and that into the basket ‘just in case’ …. and waiting in long queues just to get out.  All that  cooking ….. and washing up ….. all the overeating and overdrinking and being dragged off to yet another venue when you just want to have a bit of shuteye – and anyway the kids were making too much noise. 

Jesus has come  …… He is with us now ….. always ……. when we need Him ….. when we reject Him ……  when we worship Him …. when we forget Him …. He is here.
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Susan Turner again organised the sending of Cards of Hope during the run-up to Christmas to numerous people who are the victims of repression in various countries.  Two sessions were held at Brown Lane and one session was held at Café Unity.  At least 55 cards were sent to people in 22 different countries 

We pray that these cards may give some comfort to those to whom they were sent.

Susan is now organising a display giving news of the situation in Dafur in the Sudan.  Pictures will appear each week in the vestibule at the rear of the church.  Below I relate information from the Internet about the situation in Dafur and the work Amnesty are doing to try to relieve and protest about the situation.
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The crisis

         in Sudan
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	If a man goes out to farm, they get shot. And when a woman goes out they get mugged and raped. About two, three, four, five women have been raped recently. We can't do anything to stop it in case they kill us. 
	[image: image19.wmf]


Amnesty International has issued a 'crisis response' in an attempt to protect the civilian populations of Sudan and Chad. The civil war in the Sudanese region of Darfur, and in neighbouring Chad, has created an ongoing humanitarian crisis. Over 300,000 people are believed to have lost their lives since the conflict erupted in February 2003. Around three million civilians have fled from their homes. Some 650,000 are denied access to aid.

Join the debate: UN peacekeepers in Darfur?

An effective UN peacekeeping force is urgently needed to protect the people of Darfur. This force has been refused by the Sudanese government. The UN Security Council must send a strong and unified message calling for a UN force because protecting civilians is more important than other economic or diplomatic considerations.

	Sudan factfile

3 million displaced

300,000 dead 

650,000 without aid


	Act now

[image: image20.wmf][image: image21.wmf]Amnesty International fears for the safety of civilians living in areas under the control of armed rebel groups after new Sudanese government military offensive. 


Latest developments: effective peacekeeping still urgently needed

[image: image22.wmf]The presence of an African Union peacekeeping mission in Darfur (AMIS) since 2004 has failed to stop the mass killings, rapes and forcible displacement of civilians in the region.

Despite the presence already in Sudan of 10,000 UN peacekeepers, whose mandate was extended to include Darfur by the UN Security Council in August 2006, President al-Bashir has rejected a UN peacekeeping mission for Darfur. 

It is the civilian population of Darfur which pays the price for the failure in peacekeeping. The protection of civilians must be paramount in any peacekeeping operation in Darfur. Amnesty International's agenda for effective protection of civilians sets out a 16-point programme that should be implemented by any peacekeeping force in Darfur. 
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Global day for Darfur

On December 10 2006, International Human Rights Day nearly 2000 activists raised the alarm over rape and sexual violence in Darfur in the second Global Day for Darfur. They gathered to denounce the use of rape as a weapon of war and call for the immediate deployment of UN Peacekeepers to protect civilians.

· Demonstrators gathered at the Sudanese Embassy in London where several prominent women made speeches including survivors from the atrocities in Darfur. The demonstrators marched through central London until Downing Street. Led by a survivor from Darfur, they set of rape alarms for one minute. Lord Triesman received a delegation and they presented him with a letter calling on the UK Government to do more to protect civilians. 
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We’ve had a really busy (and expensive) Christmas as you may, or may not have noticed as you’ve walked through from Church to the Coffee Lounge.

Job 1 - Just prior to Christmas sun blinds were fitted in the Old Hall and in Room one so that a considerable amount of glare was subdued.  In Room 1 it meant we could remove the very elderly and dirty velvet curtains (and strangely enough the cost of the blinds was little more that a couple of dry cleans of the curtains).  The blinds in the Old Hall have also given privacy to those people using the room and in particular helping to stop the problem of youngsters climbing up outside the hall on Youth Club nights.
[image: image28.wmf]Job 2 – It was also agreed that it was about time the Old Hall had a new lick of paint and whilst this was being done we would extend redecoration along the corridor from the Old Hall to Room 1, the toilet and Room one itself.  And, we feel, what a really good job has been done.  After receiving quotes of  from £2,700 - £4,300 we were able to obtain the services of a young man (who happens to be Jean Nelson’s nephew) for less than the lowest of  these estimates.  And at this point we would like to recommend Jonathan to you .  As you 

[image: image29.wmf]know, Bob Downs was ‘in the business’ for many years and he has been extremely impressed by the cleanliness and dependability of Jonathan who has just begun to try to break into the decorating world.  So if you need any painting/ decorating done why not try Jonathan.  He can be contacted on his mobile phone Number 07756  879  511.

Job  2   One of the radiators in the Old Hall and another in the extension have not been working and required repair ….. or so we thought.  However, on closer inspection it was realised that a considerable amount of corrosion had taken place and all 5 radiators needed to be replaced.

……………. Then it was realised that the radiator guards did not fit so they had to be replaced as well.

…………….. then the company fitting the radiators agreed that the smell we have been experiencing in the office was in fact a gas leak – a gas pipe had been bent creating a small hole and fracturing a joint - and we were dismayed to be told it could have exploded at any time!  So much for The Gas Board telling us there was no leak.  Needless to say we will be taking this matter further.  

New digital time switches were also fitted and all this has cost in the region of £7,000. 

Job 3 – the New Year was met with the erection  of a new gate across the road access at the side of the church.  

You may remember that retractable bollards were fitted not very long ago.  These were fitted as a matter of emergency when information led us to believe that travellers, who were being evicted from the Community fields, had been ‘viewing’ our car park as a feasible next venue.  The bollards were not a success  - the were too heavy to lift and in winter became frozen in place and could not be lowered.  

We have recently been informed by neighbours that the car park has been being used as a skid pad, that cars have been parked  for extremely unsavoury reasons  -condoms have been found – drug use (needles have been found) and also possible 
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drug dealing.  A considerable amount of litter has been left, which, I think you will agree has made the Car Park look a mess.  Bob cleared 2 bin bags of tins, bottles, paper and plastic trays which had accumulated since Bonfire night.  So I am sure, all in all, you will agree that this is a much needed addition to our security.

From what I remember of the last Property meeting the next job is the replacement of chairs in the extension.  The existing upholstered chairs do not meet fire regulations and many are looking a bit worse for wear and we hope to replace with a more comfortable model than the existing plastic chairs.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the Property Committee, with help from the Stewards, for all their efforts throughout the year and particularly over this busy Christmas week, for the work that they do in endeavouring to maintain our premises.  Many, many thanks.
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The ninth Sunday before Easter is traditionally set aside by all the Christian churches in England and Wales as Education Sunday.

For well over a hundred years there has been an annual recognition of Education Sunday in England and Wales. It is a national day of prayer and celebration for everyone in the world of education. The theme is devised by an ecumenical steering group representing different Christian denominations and

organisations.

The theme for 2007 is …………

  ULTIMATE MAKEOVER? jesusislord islord jesusislord jesusislord

The world says: perfect smiles and beautiful bodies are more important than loving hearts and caring minds; success is skin deep. The Bible says: success is about being more Christ-like and more Christ-centred; it is about loving God, loving other people and loving God’s world.

The world says: everyone can be outwardly transformed . . . for a price . . . all it takes is a nip and tuck, a professional makeover or a trendy new wardrobe. The Bible says: everyone can be inwardly transformed . . . and the price has already been paid by God . . . all it takes is faith.

Paul in his letter to the Corinthians invites us to join a learning conversation that echoes through the centuries, and is still pursued in classrooms and lecture theatres by teachers and students alike. From long before the time of Isaiah to now we have searched for fulfilment and

to become more fully human, to be truly happy and fulfilled. But where can we find this happiness?  

Our culture informs us that if we want to be loved, valued and accepted, first we need to look good and become a fashion icon. Yet all these changes are passing and do not  last. They leave us searching for meaning beyond the immediate. This search for meaning and understanding is one that generations have engaged in.  For fulfilment is not found just in the 

externals but through becoming an icon of Christ. Through God’s grace we are invited to respond to the Lord’s invitation to follow and become more like

Him. For Isaiah, holiness is not found in grand gestures but in small acts of loving God, loving other people and helping to sustain the beauty of creation. What Paul in the midst of his failure came to understand is God’s unconditional love and he leaves us this example of faith

and humility, reminding the people of Corinth to become what God desires of them. Through this endeavour of hope we too will be transformed both inwardly and outwardly to become, in our time, part of God’s holy people.

LECTIONARY READINGS

• Isaiah 6:1-8 (9-13)

• Psalm 138

• Luke 5: 1-11

• 1 Corinthians 15: 1-11

[image: image35.wmf]
A PRAYER OF THANKS FOR ALL GOD’S CHILDREN
We thank You that You made each one of us in Your image and likeness, and that we are all Your beloved children.

We pray for the children/students we teach.

We pray for children/students who

..… make us smile; 

..… challenge our way of thinking;e pray …… test our patience; 

..… we find easy to like;

..… we find difficult to like;

..… are bright

…. are hardworking; 

..… find learning tough;

..… get on our nerves;

..… are a delight;

..… like to laugh;

..… always look sad;

….. always look lost;

..… talk all the time;

..… never say a word; 

..… are easily overlooked;

..… are impossible to ignore;ray for  who ….. remind us of ourselves when we were younger!

We thank You for all the children/students who have an impact on our lives and for 

[image: image36.jpg]



[image: image37.wmf]

the privilege of having an impact on their lives.

Lord, help us not to label those we teach or to fall into the trap of thinking we have got them sussed. Help us to be open to new revelations and the work of Your Holy Spirit in each of their lives.

Lord, use those we teach to teach us. Help us to be Christ-like at all times;

seeing each one with Your eyes and valuing them with Your heart of love.

We ask this prayer in the name of Jesus the teacher.


Amen
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[image: image39.wmf]The café continues to work extremely well and is a much appreciated aspect of the Heald Green Community life.  Financially we are now sound and more or less every day hit our break-even point.  Following an appeal in the SK8 magazine we have had an influx of volunteers and this has eased the situation no end.  We are exceedingly grateful to our lady bakers who provide the delicious and much appreciated home made cakes for sale in the café.  

Youth work is well under way on Tuesday & Wednesday evenings – not without difficulties but these are being addressed  - membership application forms are com- pleted, signed by parents and membership cards issued – these will be withdrawn in the event of poor behaviour.  Evening registration takes place which also helps us keep tabs on members.  Originally it was intended to open the club to youngsters from the age of 13 as it was intended to operate the Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme.  This did not, however, go forward and the café is open for all youngsters from the age of 11.  By natural selection it seems that the older group meet on Tuesdays and the younger ones come in on Wednesdays.

Cath Charlett who helps with the Youth Work writes …..

Youth Work, as I knew it, used to consist of table tennis and discos.  Now its PCs and Internet.  But the youths are just the same – the girls come dressed in trendy clothes, the boys …. well the boys just come.  Over the weeks we average about 20 young people per night but we have had as many as 31.

The big draw is the free use of the computers.  The many games and websites just amazes me.  One of their favourite websits is MSN where they can see and chat 

with their friends at home.  We have painted posters, made personal greetings cards, 

played Connect 4, Jenga and cards and had a go a playing Samba bells and even a didgeridooo.

We have had a group of the more difficult boys in the café who had to be closely watched all the time.  When we purchased a music mixing machine, it kept them interested for the best part of the evening – rap music I think it’s called. After a few weeks they really overstepped their mark and it left no other option but to ban them until after Christmas.

Knowing this is not what they wanted we can only hope when they come back they will think twice before doing anything disrespectful.

We were fortunate to be given a table football game.  This gave some of the boys a really interesting evening as it came flat packed and they wanted to put it together themselves which was great.  The excite-ment and noise when it was finished, taking turns to have a go  was really something to [image: image40.wmf]be witnessed  It was duly named “The …………. Stadium” after the lady who had donated it and a sheet of paper was covered with their thank-yous and sent to the donor. 

Keeping going with eight volunteers a week is a bit of a struggle and like everything else we could always use more.  We hold lots of ideas and enthusiasm for the year ahead.  If we can make a difference to just a few wouldn’t that be great.

Keep praying for us.
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Mission in Britain Sunday is on the 18th February and we are looking forward to our minister for the day – Graham Jones (Wyn’s son) who will talk about Mission to the Agricultural community.

Mission in Britain is one of our Target Giving funds.  I found the following exerpts on Internet showing some of the work done……………… read on !!!!

A DAY IN THE LIFE OF …….

………..A DETACHED YOUTH WORKER
Doxford Youth Project is based at Doxford Place Methodist Church in Cramlington, Northumberland. Set up in May 2000, it aims to work with young people who don’t have access to facilities and spend much of their leisure time on the streets.

9.00 AM Arrive at office, check project diary to find out what is planned. First cup of coffee!!

10.00 AM Meeting with colleagues from Council Youth Service to discuss joint funding application for £250,000 for young people’s facilities. Bidding for sufficient funds to renovate church kitchen and

toilet, and to convert an unused space into a drop-in area.

12.00 AM Young man arrives to continue work on radio controlled car kit. Having been involved in petty vandalism Ben was referred by Youth Offending Team. Project is to re-integrate him into school and deal with bullying he has suffered.

12.30 PM Phone call from staff member who drives our double-decker bus which is used as mobile youth club in outlying areas of town. New tyres will cost £120 each, plus VAT and fitting. That’s over £1000 to

stay mobile!!

1.0 PM Lunchtime meeting with Methodist and Anglican clergy: to review progress of newly appointed church youth worker who works across both churches.

2.00 PM Admin time! End of the month, so lots of small tasks.

6.00 PM I prepare to meet young people on the streets.

7.30 PM Long conversation with a group of young people outside chip shop about lack of facilities in Cramlington. Two girls have 

bottles of wine inside their jackets. One seems very drunk, unable to speak

properly and staggering. Discuss options with their friends; they eventually agree to contact her parents. After a brief conversation, they agree to pick up their daughter. When they arrive, we introduce

ourselves and give our contact details, in case they want to talk later. Say goodbye to rest of group and move on.

9.00 PM Return to office after meeting and talking to several more

groups of young people. Fill out recording sheet, including details of incident with 2 young girls.

A DAY IN THE LIFE OF …….

………..A SECRETARY FOR INTERFAITH RELATIONS
An early rise – to write something for the Methodist website on the way

extremist political parties use religion, or rather popular fears about religion,

to gain votes.

Having arrived at the office, there is a pile of e-mails waiting for me. Among them is a familiar question: what is the official position on the use of church premises by people of other faiths? A Bahai community has asked whether it could use the hall of a Methodist church. Formal worship of another faith,

I have to stress, is not allowed, but informal events are welcome.Among the letters is an

invitation to a day conference on the media and faith, organised by the Inter Faith Network and Respect, an organisation that encourages interaction between young people of different faiths. Many faiths are

concerned that the media does not take religion seriously enough and  isrepresents more than it accurately portrays. There is also a letter from a District Inter Faith Adviser who is mounting a display on inter faith relations. Do I have any suitable material?

Mounting displays is not my forte, but this is a good idea. I wonder whether a bank of photos should be compiled? Could a volunteer do the job? 

I have lunch with my counterpart in the Church of England. A study

visit to Poland on Jewish-Christian relationships in Europe is planned for

July. I think of possible Methodist participants – younger people preferably.

There is also a plan to begin regional ecumenical meetings for local inter

faith advisers.

Back in the office, there is more correspondence: from another

member of the team needing to use the photocopiers for a day and a

reminder that I'm to share developments in my work with the World Church

Action Group.
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In the evening, there are two events I could go to: one at the London Inter Faith Centre on 'Understanding Sikhism'; one organised by the Council ofChristians and Jews. Do I have the energy to go to one of them? Or should I

prepare for the District visit at the weekend? Or should I simply relax?
Ed…. So this is where some of your money goes.  The article also mentions provision of grants for chaplaincy work in Further and Higher Education, the Armed Forces, Health Care, Business and Prisons 
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[image: image45.wmf]                                                                                                                                        John was born at Stepping Hill hospital on the 31st of March 1954. For the first three years of his life he lived in Gatley before the family moved to the hamlet of Heyhead. This is now a vast concreted car-park serving Manchester Airport. John’s father, a ‘time served’ bricklayer, had lived in Heyhead for most of his life. He had a smallholding on which he grew flowers and vegetables. During the war he was taken prisoner by the Germans in North Africa and ended the war in Germany where he was liberated by the Russians in 1945. He spoke little of his experiences, as was the case for many soldiers, but he did say that conditions for non-commissioned prisoners were very poor. John’s mother had been a machinist in a factory before and during the war. It was after the war that she met his father. After they were married and had moved to Heyhead John’s mother attended Heyhead Congre-gational church each week where she was a member of the choir and the Guild.  John’s father attended only ‘seasonal’ services although he had grown up in the church as it was the centre of village life.
John started to attend the Sunday School at the age of three.  When he was five he entered Shadow Moss C.of E. school which was at the junction of Shadow Moss road and Ringway road. However, the following year (1960) the school was closed as it was at the edge of the runway, directly under the flight path and was considered unsafe. John moved to another C.of E. school, St. Wilfred’s, Northenden. 

He told me he was not happy during his 

early days at school partly because he had difficulty in copying from the board. He had no problem communicating verbally, but not in writing. It was not recognised at the time that John was dyslexic. Although he is naturally left handed, one of the well-intentioned lady teachers at Shadow Moss school tried to force him to write with his right hand, which didn’t help his predicament. A favourite teacher at St.Wilfred’s school was Mr McKenzie. He was always straight forward with John, so they knew where they stood with each other. He read stories of Greek mythology to the children which enthralled John. Some of the stories were collected from simplified versions of the works of Robert Graves. Having failed the ‘eleven plus’ exam John moved on to Yew Tree High School which was one of the first Comprehensive schools in the country, having previously been a Grammar school.
 
As an example of the effects of dyslexia on John’s progress at school he told me that they had a geography teacher in the third year who wrote everything on the board. The pupils were expected to copy the information correctly into their writing [image: image46.wmf]books. John found this very difficult, especially getting the spelling right. The books would be collected and marked with a top score of ten. John said he did well if he managed two marks and occasionally was awarded none. Yet, in the terminal exams, John would come  second in the class! Why? Because he could readily memorise facts. He enjoyed physics and chemistry because they were about discovery and had a large practical side to them. 


 John was keen on reading as a means of educating himself and for entertainment. When he was in his mid-teens he read three books a week. These included classics such as Homer’s ‘Iliad’ and the ‘Odyssey’. He liked science fiction and fantasy such as the books of Asimov and Tolkien. He read the books of Thomas Hardy because, he thinks, Hardy was a pessimist like himself! He particularly enjoyed ‘Tess of the d’Urbervilles’, ‘The Woodlanders’ and ‘Far from the Madding Crowd’.


John left school when he was seventeen with no idea of what he wanted to do. However, he happened to ‘fall’ into a job quite easily. Ciba-Geigy, whose premises were on Simonsway, were looking for [image: image47.wmf]chemical technicians. He applied success-fully for a job and was immediately sent to Stretford Technical College for eighteen months of full-time study on full pay. After that he did some part-time study before being awarded a qualifying certificate. He soon became a senior technician and stayed with the company until he reached the age of thirty-two. At first John did experimental work in the laboratory and later spent most of his time on ‘water treatment’. He found this interesting because it meant meeting customers and going out to sites where he assessed and handled ‘troubleshooting’ problems. After Ciba-Geigy John joined a small company called Dasic which is in Romsey, Hampshire, but he was based at home. Now, he was ‘on the road’ covering the north west area and still working on water-treatment, selling chemicals, testing water for customers and sorting out their problems. The work was largely on water for use in steam boilers and cooling systems where scaling and corrosion could be a serious problem.

In 1984, after being with Dasic for ten months, John accepted a position with Albright and Wilson, a larger company and a competitor, which offered better prospects. He stayed there for 14 years until they sold off the part of the business in which he was involved. John would have been happy to stay with Albright and Wilson  for the rest of his working life. It was a good company to work for and one that people did not leave. Still working from home, John moved to another company called Nalco where he worked until they ‘let him go’. He was not too bothered by this event as it allowed him to reassess his life and re-evaluate his priorities.


[image: image48.wmf]It was when he left school at seventeen that John fell away from the church. Despite attending from the age of three nobody had challenged him and the concept of a personal Saviour was something he neither understood nor accepted. His return to the fold was largely initiated by the tenacity of a fellow student at Stretford Technical College who travelled on the same train with him. He is John Williams, then a member of Heald Green Methodist church, who also worked at Ciba-Geigy. John, who had a wealth of knowledge on the scriptures having attended Sunday school for most of his life, constantly bombarded Williams with difficult questions on the bible, faith and the meaning of it all. His strategy was to use persistent attrition in the expec-tation that he would eventually reduce his friend to silence. But John Williams had a strength of belief that could not be shaken and John learned that he did not have to win the argument. Since those days John and John Williams have been life-long friends.  Eventually, in 1975, John was persuaded by his friend to go to the Youth Club at Heald Green where he met his future wife, Hazel. She already attended the church. They were married at Brown Lane in 1978. Five years later Esther was born and three years after that came Rachel.


Once settled in at Brown Lane one of the first jobs that John did was to look after the property and having recently accepted the job again he has come ‘full circle’. Later, during the time of Mark Wakelin and Jackie Quarmby, he became a Steward followed by what seemed like an indefinite period as Senior Steward. The reason was that although people came and went as Stewards, few wanted the job of Senior Steward. Now it is difficult to persuade people to become stewards.


On the arrival of Peter Willis as minister at Heald Green in 1976, John and Hazel became very active indeed. It was Peter who began the church at Colshaw which looked to Heald Green for Sunday School teachers. John and Hazel went there in 1976 and stayed for six years. Betty Golightly, Betty Yorke (from Bramhall) and one year later, Ron Caseley were each part of the team. Ron understood the job was for three years but stayed for eighteen and never returned to Heald Green!
John told me they helped with the Sunday School and the Youth Club on Fridays. He and Hazel were kept busy 5 to 7 days a week at either Colshaw or Heald Green. They would come home from work have a meal and go straight to Colshaw.


It was while he was at Colshaw that John first started to think about becoming a local preacher. Peter Willis had suggested the idea but he did not take it seriously until other people brought the matter up. One person in particular who made him think about local preaching was Mike Pickwick. Eventually, with the support of Hazel and others John put his name forward. He became accredited in 1987.


John holds an upper second class honours degree in Chemistry Life Science from the Open University. He began working for it at about the time he went to Colshaw, after his day release from Ciba-Geigy had finished. Working for, at least, ten hours a week it took several years of study. He greatly enjoyed the educational experience which he discovered opened his mind, not only to the subject in hand but far beyond that. John told me that the film ‘Educating Rita’ encapsulates, for him, how it felt to learn. 


I next asked John for his views on where the church was going. His immediate reply was that the congregation is now older and fewer in number, indicating a fall in the number of people seeking Christ; but not, in his opinion, in people seeking religion. Can we reverse the decline? John told me that John Wesley attracted congregations by going to where they were rather than where they were not, i.e. the churches. He set up a system of classes which were, basically, house groups thereby giving cohesion to his movement. John feels that it is not always a matter of trying the new but, rather, doing the old things in a new way. Of course, there is no guarantee that the Methodist church will survive, in its present form, beyond the next few years. However, as John points out the house groups, as in Wesley’s time, are essentially for bible study but are now run in a modern context and he is convinced they are a more vital part of our Christian life than ever they were. These groups were the Alpha of the Methodist church and if things continue as at present they might become the Omega as well.

When I asked John about his own faith he 
said it was largely the influence of his friends John Williams and Peter Willis who, by challenging his beliefs, brought him to a total acceptance of Christ and all that he stands for. He feels that a problem with our church is that not everyone is challenged enough! He returned to his younger days when he and Hazel were incredibly committed, spending most of their time with church matters and with John eventually becoming a Methodist Lay Preacher. Despite having a large proportion of people at Brown Lane who are elderly and with less energy and drive than in their former years, John never ceases to be amazed at what they have done and continue to do to keep the church they love alive. Yet, he reminded me that it is faith which justifies us, i.e. makes us God’s people, not our good works. This, of course, in no way belittles good works; rather, it is the starting point from which all else follows. It is faith that gives John certain assurances of know-ledge such that he has no problem in believing in God.
Touching on prayer John said that he doesn’t set specific times for praying. In the last  twenty years he has spent a lot of time in his work driving a car and so has passed many hours in isolation. In, say, a three-hour journey he would arrive at his destination with no memory of the trip from start to finish because his mind had been elsewhere, partly in prayer.
When I asked John how he viewed other religions he said that he had not studied them sufficiently to give a proper answer. However, he did point out that Islam and Christianity share the same God and that Muslims revere Christ, but only as a major prophet and teacher. As John noted, therein lies an important difference between the two religions. In the Christian faith God comes to us, as was first exemplified by His son Jesus coming to earth. In John’s experience those people who have a spiritual belief of some kind are, by and large, good people and highly moral.
Returning to the children who now are grown up, Esther, has had to overcome serious health problems arising, mainly, from a brain tumour. John told me that, fortunately, she is a very determined character and has emerged from a traumatic time triumphantly. She has completed a NVQ in Child Nursing and now works in a Nursery. Rachel, after passing her A-Levels, chose to go to Manchester Metropolitan University to study Psychology and is now in her third year. After graduation she is considering taking up a job in Human Resources.  
Next I asked John to tell us something about his hobbies and how he likes to spend his leisure time. He has a good Hi-Fi system and will listen to most kinds of music. He doesn’t like what is known as ‘progressive jazz’ because it has no tune; it may start with a tune but it is very soon destroyed. Similarly, he finds that some of the modern composers of classical music seem frightened of producing a tune. Why, he asks, do people still listen to music by, say, Mozart, McCarthy or John Williams? Because they wrote good tunes. If music is not tuneful, John says, why should I want to listen to it? He prefers Mozart to Beethoven because of the simple and profoundly beautiful style in which he often wrote. The ‘Clarinet Concerto’ is typical. John likes some of the Beethoven symphonies and finds that parts of his music can be strangely modern with a lasting freshness about it. John’s point is certainly borne out in some of the piano sonatas of Beethoven. They contain syncopated rhythms which, when written, were far ahead of their time. 


John was once an avid reader but not now because he lacks the time. He may read two or three novels a year but has no favourite author.
He is keen on art galleries and museums. While in Chicago John visited the Art Institute, an organisation which began purchasing impressionist paintings in the 1930’s and now houses one of the finest collections in the world. He doesn’t much like the Louvre in Paris largely because it is too big. However, he enjoyed going to Musée d’Orsay where most of the French impressionist paintings are kept. In Barcelona he enjoyed  a visit to the Picasso Museum. Despite the later ‘modern’ paintings, for which Picasso is well known, it was clear from much of his earlier work that he was a superb draughtsman, as revealed in his drawings, and was highly skilled in producing traditional canvases. John and Hazel recently visited the Picasso museum in Paris which they greatly enjoyed. The Tate gallery in London houses the ‘Turner Collection’ to which John is attracted because of the artist’s impressionist style and especially for the way he paints the sky. He finds the Tate Modern building very imposing, which is more than can be said for some of its contents. To John, a piano hanging upside-down from the ceiling is no more than that. He is bemused by the notion that anyone could possibly call it ‘art’!
John used to go to the theatre but now has fallen out of the habit. Film is much more convenient and he can decide to go at the last minute without having to book beforehand. 
 
Lastly, I came to holidays, a subject which John is passionate about. When his family were younger John and Hazel had holidays mainly in France where they used hired tents for camping or took their caravan. Now things are different. John, I discovered, is a master at arranging holidays over the internet! Many of us would hesitate to book a holiday with a foreign company using our visa card, say, a week beforehand; but not John! He books it, packs his bags and is off with Hazel in his wake, come hell or high water. He began booking holidays on the internet when he and Hazel first went to Italy. They wanted a 12 day holiday in Venice, flying from Manchester. However, after consulting the map (on the internet) they decided to split the holiday between Venice and a place called Pula which is across the Adriatic on the Istrian peninsular. Using sites on the internet he was able to plan and book everything down to the last detail, from information on hotels, buses, water buses, hydrofoils and trains; where to get them; prices etc. Using ‘Venere.com’ John sent an e-mail a week before they were due to leave asking what was available in Venice. A hotel responded offering a room for two (BB) for 3 nights at 90 Euros per night. When John looked at the map he couldn’t believe it! The hotel was close to St Mark’s Square!  Add to this their hotel in Pula booked through ‘MedHotels.com’, flight to Venice booked via ‘Skyscanner.net’ and the hydrofoil across the Adriatic via ‘Aferry.to’ and you have a package holiday John Harrison style! John says it is possible using the internet and a little daring to put together holidays which were unthinkable a short time ago, because the information was not available.
John and Hazel loved everything about Venice; the food, the architecture, the motor buses and the Grand Canal. John was so captivated he wanted to take a trip down the canal in a gondola, which would have cost 170 Euros. Hazel stayed his hand! Eating in Venice can be expensive but not when you are with John. He told me that good food can be bought cheaply provided you stand up to eat it. The best food he had  in Venice was a freshly baked slice of pizza costing 2 Euros from a shop on the Lido!
John’s favourite holiday was in Egypt and was booked with an Egyptian company over the internet. The cruise down the Nile and the sight of the pyramids were fantastic. It was on this holiday that John had an accident. He  was playing table tennis with his usual vigour and determination to win when, in trying to return an awkward shot, he tore a calf muscle. For the rest of the holiday he had to hobble round like Long John Silver!
On another occasion John and Hazel arrived in Crete without having booked beforehand, apart from the air tickets and a hire car at the airport. They just booked ahead on the internet as required. The first booking was at a self-catering place for 8 nights at £3 per night. John felt that at that rate they could turn up and if they didn’t like it they could leave their bags there 


and look around the area for somewhere else. It turned out to be an attractive apartment in a little village. John says he would be far more daring over holidays if Hazel would let him as the internet allows you to arrange flexible holidays quite easily.

I thank John for giving me his time and for returning for a second recording session when I discovered that part of the original one was missing! I soon discovered that once John begins to talk on a subject about which he is keen his mind goes into overdrive. He speaks very quickly and often doesn’t finish a sentence before starting the next! When I asked him to slow down he did so, but not for long!


The disadvantage of being dyslexic was a set back in his early school days but, by his own efforts, he has risen above it to achieve much for which he deserves our praise. With Hazel by his side he has been a tireless worker for the church and continues to give both his time and skills.
I wish John and his family good fortune in the future.

Norman Wilson

Ed – Many thanks Norman …. and John.  I don’t know about Methodist Lay Preacher maybe it should have been Intrepid Internet Traveller!


Phil Maltby led the annual all-age service of Remembrance held on 12th November.  Susan Markall read the poem “In Flanders Fields”. Liz Spinks and John Ream did a very touching dramatic reading “Rose and Jack” in which Liz played the matron of a boarding school before the first world war and John played one of the pupils, who had gone straight from school into the army and was killed in France. David Parker and a Beaver read the citation just before the Last Post heralded the two minutes silence followed by Reveille. Four Brownies, three Cubs, Andrew, Dannie, Jamie and four Beavers, Matthew, James, Lars and Callum then read lines about how we will remember those who have fallen in wars. A recording of the song “The Universal Soldier” was played. A Scout read from John’s Gospel Chapter 15: 9 - 17 and there was a further drama “Weep with those who weep” in which Charles Nevin played the angel Gabriel and John Ream the angel Michael in a discussion about the madness of human beings who constantly fight, destroying themselves and their world. Phil Maltby spoke about God’s command to love him and to love one’s neighbours, which means that we have to learn to serve our fellow humans and not try to destroy them. The final hymn was a setting of Psalm 46 to the “Dam Buster’s March” led by a surprised choir, especially as the words failed to appear on the screen! Up to that point the Data Projector had worked superbly well and had added much to the worship through pictures etc. 
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As Chairman of Churches Together in Healed Green Charles led the Remembrance 

Day service, at noon, at the local War Memorial at Long Lane. Our MP Mark 

Hunter was present. Father Ambrose and Rev. George Lane led prayers. Rev. Michael Walsh of the RUC played the bugle.

As usual the Sunday Club took part in the Operation Christmas Child Shoe box Appeal. A marvellous effort was made and Lesley Gribbin was able to report that enough gifts and money were donated to the Sunday Club for them to fill and dispatch sixty four shoe boxes. 

Rev. Charles Nevin led the worship, on Bible Sunday, 19th November, using a data projector presentation. His points were that the Bible is foundational to our faith. It is a timeless guide to peoples of every generation and it calls us to action to serve God and other people. Using an illustration of  the executive toy known as “Newton’s balls” he suggested that study of the Bible can cause a chain reaction. Slavery is on our minds at this time and he used the example of William Wilberforce whose Christian driven antislavery campaign acted on the slave trader John Newton turning him instead into a Minister and hymn writer. He in turn acted on many other people, including even us today with his song “Amazing Grace”.

    In the evening there was a Churches Together Oasis event at Café Unity. The theme was “Refreshing the Spirit” and people were asked to think about “Doing Christmas Differently”. There were six activities going on, while enjoying stollen cake and mulled fruit punch, people could sit and have informal discussions. A sheet with points to ponder on for Christmas were available as were prayer request cards. Kate Gray was available to give hand massage, a popular and relaxing experience. Amnesty International’s Greeting Card Campaign was launched and at least two dozen people wrote cards to Prisoners of Conscience in a variety of countries. Christmas prayers could be written on paper angels which were then hung on a prayer tree.

Various presentations of words and music were shown on the  digital projector. Meditation Oasis gave a chance to contemplate what happened 2,000 years ago, while making a tree decoration or studying olive wood carvings from Bethlehem, which were for sale. 

Mini Christmas Fayre
As part of their varied and interesting weekly meetings programme the Fellowship held their own sale of various goods on 15th November and raised £100 towards the Fayre. Thanks to the committee and all who helped to make the event successful.


Very many thanks to Jean Nevin and Lesley Gribbin who organised the main event, which took place on the morning of Saturday, 25th November. After a rainy start the weather improved and a good number of people came to browse round a variety of stalls, visit Santa Claus or pause for a drink and a hot mince pie. There were games for the children. About £600 were raised towards the “Not the Christmas Fair” fund. Thanks also go to all the many people who helped in any way to make the event a success.

Advent
Advent began early when Rev. Richard Lowson from Wilmslow led an Advent communion service on 26th November. The Bible reading was the story of Zechariah learning from an angel that he was to have a son, John (the Baptist). Richard preached on surprising things happening on apparently ordinary days.

On the first Sunday in Advent John Harrison was our preacher. So that the Sunday Club could rehearse their Christmas production in the church the service was held in the Old Hall. This proved nostalgic for many of the older members who recalled weddings and christenings which had happened there over forty years ago when the Hall was the main place of worship.

In the evening a well attended Advent Taizé- style service was held in the church. Many thanks again to Susan Markall for organising the worship; to Liz Spinks, Susan Bayley and the singers for the music; to Rev. George Lane for the prayers; to Irene Hall for the reading and to John Harrison for working the data projector.

Pre-School held their Christmas concerts and coffee sessions on Wednesday morning, 6th December and Thursday afternoon, 7th December. All the children took part and it was pointed out on the programme that the concert covered all the six areas of learning which form the basis of the Foundation stage of education. This just proves that “learning through play” works. The parents were presented with all the Nativity characters as well as a scarecrow, a fire fighter, Father Christmas, his reindeer and a snowman! Meighen Jones and Ben Wortley, who are also Sunday Club members, took part. These events are always a joy to the parents, grand-parents and friends who come to see them and thanks must go to Sandra Peoples and her team of workers who spend so much time and effort on training the children, producing costumes etc. Thanks also go to the volunteers who ran the coffee sessions.

On Sunday, 10th December Charles opened the Sunday Club’s Nativity Service by lighting two Advent candles and then the gifts people had brought were placed round the tree at the back of the church. These were later given to “Paws for kids” to be distributed to needy children in their refuges. The performance then began of  “It’s a Cracker”. The cast of the modern family was Mum, Ella Frazer; Lucy, Rachael Murphy; Tom, Finn Walters; Grandad, Bob Reah; Aunty, Amy Gribbin, much enlarged by cushions; a disgruntled Cousin Kevin, Peter Wortley and Ruby, a philosophical dog, Bianca Corbelli. At the stable were the Innkeeper, Holly Fenton; Mary, Nicole Denheim, and Joseph, Joseph Corbelli, who both sang beautifully. The Angels, Meighen Jones, Jessica Taylor, Lucy Godsell, Georgina and Sian Coward, Ben Wortley, Emily Andrew and Alisha Blackburn appeared to the Shepherds. They were Coby Blackburn, Daniel Frazer, Sam Wortley, Jack Andrew, Isobelle Cowan, Ellie Rae and Lewis Griffiths and one sheep, Max Cowan. They were so delighted by the angels news that they leapt and danced round the church on their way to the Bethlehem. Finally the three Kings, very hip “guys in shades” were Lucy Taylor, Hayley Gribbin and Isobel Rae. They processed round church to reach the stable with their gifts. The play ended when the modern family pulled a large cracker from which fell a sign saying “THE END”. The Narrator was Lauren Green. The musicians were Hayley Gribbin, tenor horn, Andrew Murphy, on drums and Finn  Walters, Flute. Many thanks must go to Bernie Maltby for all her hard work, the turkey and Christmas pudding, in particular, were a triumph; to Leslie Gribbin and all the staff who worked and sang to make the event such a success. Susan Bayley, Liz Spinks and the Praise Band also helped with the music, singing and dance.

During Advent there was a Prayer Plant in the Vestibule in the form of a Pointsettia. People could pay 50p for a petal, on which they could write the name of someone for whom they wished to pray. The completed flower head was then dedicated at the Christmas Day Family Service. The plant raised £22 towards next year’s Flower Festival.

On Monday the District Brownies held their annual Christingle service in church. During the service two brownies were enrolled. Many thanks to Brown Owl Jenny Lockley for once again organising this popular event.

On Sunday morning 17th December the Sunday Club held their own Christingle service before going to Pymgate House to visit the residents and to perform parts of their Nativity play. The turkey, plum pudding and cracker props proved very popular.

Charles led an Advent Communion service and lit three candles on the Advent ring to remind us that on the third Sunday in Avent we remember John the Baptist. The church had been beautifully decorated with flower and candle arrangements by Sue Markall, Hazel Harrison, Sheila Dean and Brenda Holt. We are lucky to have such a good team of  flower arrangers to decorate the church throughout the year.

In the evening there was the annual candlelit Carol service again led by Charles. The service was  illustrated using the data projector. Some of the scenes were taken from the current film “The Nativity”. Charles read from John chapter 1 and then in darkness Liz Spinks  amd Susan Bayley sang “All earth was dark”. During the singing candles were lit throughout the church by Esther Harrison and a team of helpers. The Sunday Night youth group, Amy Caulet, Max Fone, Lauren Green and Amy Gribbin, then did a sketch “The meaning of the season” showing the materialistic aspects of it. Dudley Ashworth read Isaiah 9. vvs 2, 3,6 and 7. Ewan Holt read a modern reflection on the passage. This format was followed  on further readings, in Micah 5. vvs 2 - 5 by Marjorie Darlington and Stuart Armstrong; in Luke 1. vvs 26 - 38 by Sheila Benson and Lauren Green; in Luke 2 vvs 26 - 38 by Douglas Appleton and Norman Wilson; in Matt. 2 vvs 1 - 7 by Judy and John Ream; in Matt. 2 vvs 8 - 12 by John Harrison and Charles who read T.S.Eliot’s “Journey of the Magi”; in Hebrews 1 vvs 1 - 4 by Alan Rhodes and Liz Spinks; finally Beryl Haggis read Phil. 4 vvs 4 - 9. The readings were interspersed by congregational carols, including a very moving and up-to-the-minute version of “O little town of Bethlhem”, speaking of its current strife ridden condition. Two songs were sung by the Praise group “Mary’s boy child’ and “O come, join the dance” and two by the choir “Gabriel’s message” and “Still, still, still”. The Youth group did a sketch “The real meaning of Christmas”, Charles followed this by speaking on the topic and stressing the love of God in sending his own son as a baby to live among and with us.

Many thanks to Charles, the worship committee and all who helped them to make this service such a moving occasion.

After a series of very good meetings this Autumn Tuesday People helped by the Choir held a Christmas celebration  on Tuesday, 19th December. Bob Reah started the evening using the theme of “Once upon a time” to talk about pantomimes and to gradually lead into the drama of the Nativity, stopping as the Magi left to wonder if there was a happy end to the story. Elsie Reah read Luke 2. vvs 8 - 20. then the choir, led by Susan Bayley, sang “Deck the halls”, “Hodie” and  “Still, still still”. Beryl Haggis read an amusing poem  “Christmas ain’t what it used to be”. Wyn Jones sang the ever lovely “The little road to Bethlehem”. Bob Downs read Matt. 2. vvs 1 - 12 followed by two lovely songs by the Praise group, one a 13th century monks’ processional hymn “Gaudete” and the other a Graham Kendrick song “Emmanuel”. The junior section of BLADS performed “Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs”. Margaret Burgess as the narrator would have performed very well if she had not been impeded by the PC Inspectors, played by Marjorie Darlington and Cath Charlett. They objected to a cottage in a wood, to Snow White’s name, suggesting Olive Brown instead, and as for the dwarfs (vertically challenged), Sneezy (hypoallergenic), Dopey (special needsy) etc. All this with dramatic acting led to a very hilarious sketch. The choir sang again “Coventry Carol”, “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly” and “People look east”. Charles then spoke on “Happy ever after” and how the story of Jesus does end well for us because he died to save us and lead us to eternal life with him.  Mulled fruit cup, made by Liz Spinks, and mince pies were served afterwards in the Coffee lounge. Again many thanks to Bob Reah, his committee and all the participants who together made up such an enjoyable evening.

On Monday evening, 18th December, Charles as Chair of Churches Together led a group of  church people in singing carols round the wards in St. Ann’s Hospice. On Thursday evening, 21st December, more carol singing was led by Kingsway members at Café Unity. 

On Christmas Eve there was carol singing round the tree in the village led by Charles as Chairman of Churches Together. As usual it was very well attended as was the late night Communion service at Brown Lane. Led by Charles and welcoming Christmas in candle light it is always a glorious way to begin the festivities.

On Christmas Day there was a well attended family service. There were fewer chidren than usual but this was made up for by those who did come including  Isabelle and Max Cowan disguised as a tiger and a dalmation and young Adam Bayley. Judy Ream on the Clavinova, accompanied by Heather Ream, flute and friend Robert, violin gave a spirited rendering  of “Come and join the celebration”.  The collection raised  £216.43 for NCH.


Christmas news of former Brown Laners.
Rev. Peter Willis awaits an operation to graft bone onto his shoulder blade. He was cut out of his car after an accident earlier in the year. 

Wyn Jones reports that Denis Williams is well and managing on his own.  Rev. Ray Brown and his wife Barbara have had a difficult year after the death of their daughter Sally last Christmas. She had just had her 45th birthday when she succumbed to breast cancer. However Ray and Barbara have been able to see all their globally scattered family, including Sally’s, who they visited for the 18th birthday of her older daughter, Amie. Congratulations to Barbara on her 70th Birthday, celebrated with Adam’s family in South Africa.

Rev. Jacky Quarmby has had a good year with a Sabbatical in the summer during part of which she and Neil visited Lindisfarne and surrounding area, including Inner Farne the island where St. Cuthbert spent his final years.

Brenda Owens tells us that her father Joe Butterfield is living in a Care Home, in Hyde, as he now suffers from Alzheimers disease.

Several “old” friends visited church over the Christmas period, among them younger Bayleys, Reams and Turners together with Gillian (Bardsley) and husband Dave Fromant.

During Advent people had the opportunity to write greetings cards for Prisoners of Conscience listed in Amnesty International’s campaign. By 17th December 55 greetings had been sent to prisoners and groups in 22 countries. £10 excess paid towards postage was sent to Amnesty International Stockport Group. Thanks to Susan Turner who annually organises this activity for all the churches in Heald Green, through the Churches Together Peace and Justice Committee. Just before Christmas this committee joined a vigil outside the Argos store in Stockport to protest against bad mining methods in the gold industry.

Money Matters
World Church/Overseas Mission boxes recently yielded £183.29 (including Gift Aid). If you would like a collecting box please speak to Susan Turner (our Organist). 

Sheila Dean reports that for this year the League of Light boxes and donations yielded £417.37 for NCH.
Thanks once again to them for collecting money from the boxes and donations.
The envelope collection for MHA, organised by Margaret Burgess, raised £147.38 including Gift Aid.

Target Giving
The final figures for last year to the end of August 2006 were £1,851 raised + £190 carried forward from last year + £214 Gift Aid, totalling £2,255. £450 was distributed to each of Overseas Missions, Home Missions, MRDF, Methodist Homes and Barnabus. The remaining £5 will be carried forward into this current year when St. Ann’s Hospice will replace Barnabus as one of our local charities.

Hazel Harrison made and sold Christmas Swags raising £75 for this year’s Target Giving. Up to December £444 had been raised.

Miscellaneous
The monthly Prayer meeting is now being held on the second Monday in the month, in the vestibule at church at 10 a.m. It restarted in November with a better attendance than usual. Hopefully this trend will continue as I believe prayer is the power house of the church. 

Property (see separate article)

Interesting to note (sign of the times) that Bob Downs said he decorated the Old Hall, when it was used for worship, in time for his wedding and charged £15 for the job. One of the estimates, not accepted, this time was for £4,000.  

Very best wishes to Edna Higenbottam who has left us to go and live in Chichester near to one of her sons. The Fellowship will miss her not only because  she was an excellent tea dispenser! Early reports suggest that she is very happy with her flat and has had a good welcome from her neighbours. 

Judith Durrant had four pictures hung in the 87th Annual Exhibition of  Stockport Art Guild. The Mayor Councillor Peter Burns opened the exhibition at Stockport Art Gallery on 25th November. It remains open until 6th January 2007.

Rev. George Lane is to leave St. Catherine’s church at the end of March 2007. His wife, Rev. Libby Lane, has been appointed Vicar of St. Peter’s Church, Hale.

Our good wishes go with Alex Bayley, who went to work in Australia at the New Year. He has obtained a teaching post in a school at Collie, a mining town about a two hour drive from Perth.

A warm welcome and good wishes go to Jenny Smith who has become a church member. She joined us recently and is already a valued member of the choir.

Further good wishes go to Irene Hall, who has moved into a new house, and to Emmy and Leslie Mullard, who have moved into a flat on the Royal Park Estate. We hope that they will all settle well and find happiness in their new homes.

Congratulations to Wendy Nevin and Gary McKelvey on their recent engagement and very best wishes for their future happiness.

The Benson’s grand daughter Samantha Murray has settled well in America. She was named Big Ten Player of the Week, the first such award of the season, at her University after her performance in the National Collegiate Tennis Classic in Florida.




Illness 
Hilda Roylance is now in Meadway Court, Bramhall after another stay in hospital, where she was found to have MRSA. She had a successful operation to clear a vein in her right groin, restoring circulation to her leg and foot. The sore on her heel is healing but slowly and painfully.

Helen Gallamore is still in Wythenshawe Hospital waiting to go into a new residential home for younger people in Marple.

Charles Bowers collapsed in church on 19th November. He spent one night in Wythenshawe hospital and has since then been fit enough to have a second knee replacement operation. He is now in a rehabilitation ward, hoping to get fit enough to go home soon. Edna is awaiting further treatment after her recent gastroscopy.

Margaret and Ted Whitaker still need our prayers. Ted is in hospital again after another fall and Margaret has not been well herself.

May Jones suffered a broken arm after a fall in the street. She is recovering but has fallen again damaging the other wrist!

John Turner is suffering a severe attack of sciatica.

We pray for all these people and their families that they may know your comforting prescence and have peace of mind and healing.

Deaths
Babs Frith, who had very long associations with Brown Lane died on 16th November after a prolonged and brave battle against cancer. She was a very talented lady, a leading light at the Theatre Club for many years where she acted and produced. She had a great gift for comedy and very high standards in all she undertook, even in church pantomimes. We send our love and sympathy to her husband Derek, her two sons Christopher and Stephen Jay and grandsons Michael, Paul and Alexander. After the cremation at Macclesfield the

Rev. Charles Nevin conducted a very well attended service in celebration of  her life at Brown Lane on 23rd November. A World Mission banner, which she designed when Stephen was a missionary in the Ivory Coast, was on display. Babs had planned the service  which included a reading from the first epistle to the Corinthians by Sylvia Hill; an account of her early life and a tribute to her as a mother from Stephen, which ended with a prayer. Derek then spoke of his life with Babs and gave an account of her many interests mainly the theatre and gardening. Charles gave a short address. Susan Turner was the organist and Susan Bayley played Percy Grainger’s arrangement of An English Country Garden on the Clavinova at the end of the service. Refreshments were served afterwards at the Public Hall. It was good to catch up on the family news and to learn that Stephen is now a lecturer in Environmental Management at Sheffield University.

At the start of 2007 there was a well attended joint Covenant Service between St. Catherine’s C. of E. and  the Methodist Church, at Brown Lane on  the morning of 21st January. Charles led the service with the assistance of a power point presentation, shown by Peter Bayley. The choir opened with the Introit “Life of Christ Renew Me”. Later in the service they sang “Take My Life, Lord”, with Susan Bayley singing a solo verse. Lynda Bennett (St. Caths) read from the Law, in Deuteronomy; Liz Spinks read from the Prophet Jeremiah; Ann Hughes (St. Caths) read from Romans and Alan Rhodes read from John. Rev. George Lane preached the sermon linking the words of the Covenant with the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity.

He presided at the Communion celebration assisted by Charles. Coffee, scones and cakes were served afterwards. 

The Sunday Club had a very good time with their visiting children from St Catherine’s.

In the evening a further United service was held at Brown Lane to celebrate the beginning of the week of Prayer for Christian Unity. All the clergy and a selection of people from each local church attended which considering the snowy weather was quite good. The theme was “Breaking the silence”. The Praise Band started the service with two songs. Prayer was led by Ann Bailey from Kingsway. Liz Spinks and George Lane sang “Listen to the voice of God” between the prayers. Liz then read the miracle of how Jesus healed the deaf, mute man. Then five people spoke the words of some South Africans. Susan Turner spoke the part of a grandmother bringing up grandchildren because her own children had died of AIDS. Susan Markall spoke as an expectant mother who suspected that her husband had AIDS; she feared for herself, her children and the unborn child. Dot Entwistle of Kingsway spoke as an educated but battered wife fearing for her children and hoping to find a refuge. Ed Strachen of the URC spoke as a Minister whose work was in conducting funerals for AIDS victims and then trying to do what he could for those left behind. Jonathan Brady from Christ Church spoke as a 15 yr. old who had to forgo higher education in order to work and support his mother and younger siblings because their father had died of AIDS. Rev. Mike Walsh of the URC preached the sermon speaking not only of unity among Christians but with creation as a whole. He echoed what George Lane had said in the morning when he reminded us that though God never changes he is still speaking to us and we should listen to him. 



Marjorie Wilson

Many, Many thanks yet again to Marjorie for this marathon, interesting news article.   Anyone with items they would like to see in the news next time please let Marjorie know.
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ST THERESA’S PRAYER


In August last year I received the following e-mail from Australia (I get about 30 per week!).  It asked that I pass this on to 11 people and as I photocopy between 80 and 100 there must be at least 11 of you out there!


In case you’re not aware, Saint Theresa is known as the Saint of the Little Ways, meaning she believed in doing the little things in life well and with great love.  She is also the patron Saint of flower growers and florists. (Susan, Hazel, Brenda and Sheila please note.).


I was asked not to break the chain etc, etc (which I usually disregard) but the e-mail did say ‘Prayer is one of the best free gifts we receive. ….. and I would say A-men to that. � 








NEWS FROM PROPERTY





ST THERESA’S PRAYER


May today there be peace within.  May you trust God that you are exactly where you are meant to be.  May you not forget the infinite possibilities that are born of faith.  May you use those gifts that you have received, and pass on the love that has been given to you.  May you be content knowing you are a child of God.  Let this presence settle into your bones and allow your soul the freedom to sing, dance, praise and love.  It is there for each and every one of us.





QUOTES FOR NEW YEAR





Faith is the trunk of the tree whose roots represent grace and whose fruit symbolizes good works.							William Hendriksen





No man begins to be good till he sees himself to be bad. 		Thomas Brooks





The devil loves to fish in troubled waters				John Trapp





Compassion is what makes a person feel pain when somebody else hurts.	Anon





A church is a hospital for sinners, not a museum for saints.			Anon





If you are a Christian, you are not a citizen of this world trying to get to heaven; you are a citizen of heaven making your way through this world.	Vance Havner


		


Thanks to Hayle Methodist Church via Irene











NEED ANY PAINTING/DECORATING DONE?





             Contact Jonathan on his 


                Mobile Phone - 07756  879  511.








EDUCATION SUNDAY 2007


4 February 2007





Ed: I found the above on the internet.  On a first reading it seems quite difficult to understand.  But maybe by delving deeper and learning more I/we will begin to understand more clearly.  And isn’t this what Education Sunday is all about?  Maybe we should go in for a Makeover!  For further pages log on to  educationsunday.org





EDUCATION SUNDAY 2007


4 February 2007








…………..  and more from the classroom





The following come from an elementary school test about the old and new testaments.  The following statements, written by the children, have not been retouched nor corrected.  Incorrect spelling has been left in.





……. Moses died before he ever reached Canada.  Then Joshua led the Hebrews in the Battle of Geritol.





……. The greatest miricle in the Bible is when Joshua told his son to stand still and he obeyed him.





……. David was a Hebrew king who was skilled at playing the liar.  He fought the Finkelsteins, a race of people who lived in biblical times.





……. Solomon, one of David’s sons, had 300 wives and 700 porcupines.





……. When Mary heard she was the mother of Jesus, she sang the Magna Carta.





……. When the three wise guys from the east side arrived they found Jesus in the manager.





……. Jesus was born because Mary had an immaculate contraption.





……. St.John the blacksmith dumped water on his head.





……. Jesus enunciated the golden rule, which says to do unto others before they do one to you.  He also explained a man doth not live by sweat alone.





……. It was a miricle when Jesus rose from the dead and managed to get the tombstone off the entrance.














Excerpts from church bulletins nationwide.  From Wilmslow via Cath Charlett


Suffer the little children


Our youth basketball team is back in action Wednesday at 8pm in the recreation hall.  Come out and watch us kill Christ the King.





For those of you who have children and don’t know it, we have a nursery downstairs.





The eight-graders will be presenting Shakespeare’s “Hamlet” in the church basement on Friday at 7 pm.  The congreagation is invited to attend this tragedy.





Sunday School:  Children will be led in sinning and Bible study





Scouts are saving aluminium cans, bottles and other items to be recycled.  Proceeds will be used to cripple children.





Please place your donation in the envelope along with the deceased person you want remembered.

















�
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MISSION IN BRITAIN


SUNDAY 18TH FEBRUARY





MISSION IN BRITAIN SUNDAY – 18TH FEBRUARY


Minister:  Graham Jones





LIGHT RELIEF ….. from the Golightlys





A beggar walks up to a well dressed woman shopping in Knightsbridge and says, “I haven’t eaten anything for four days.”


She look at him “Gosh” she said “I wish I had your will-power”.





	…. AND OTHER GEMS





‘The trouble with bishops is that they make good telly but terrible theology,’ commented a journalist colleague, himself an avowed agnostic … it is (a generalisation) with which those of us who work in religious broadcasting are increasingly familiar.





O Lord, wilt though reach down and change the gears within us, that we may go forward with thee.





AND RECEIVED ONLY TODAY FORM MIKE AND MARION ……





After the christening of his baby brother in church, Jason sobbed all the way home in the back seat of the car.  His father asked him three times what was wrong.  Finally, the boy replied:  ‘The minister said he wanted us brought up in a Christian home, but I want to stay with you.





Further news from the Pickwicks  ……. From the worship sheet of their Craig-y-don church





13th February:  Face2Faith A meeting of local Christians and Muslims to encourage deeper understanding, develop better relationships and build safer communities as part of Methodist Church month of Prayer for Action.


28th February at St Paul’s, Craig-y-don, Lord Carey of Clifton, former Archbishop of Canterbury delivers a lecture “Two Cultures One World”


Coed Craig have now raised sufficient funds for their new Mini Bus which is due to be delivered in February
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QUOTES FOR NEW YEAR





Faith is the trunk of the tree whose roots represent grace and whose fruit symbolizes good works.							William Hendriksen





No man begins to be good till he sees himself to be bad. 		Thomas Brooks





The devil loves to fish in troubled waters				John Trapp





Compassion is what makes a person feel pain when somebody else hurts.	Anon





A church is a hospital for sinners, not a museum for saints.			Anon





If you are a Christian, you are not a citizen of this world trying to get to heaven; you are a citizen of heaven making your way through this world.	Vance Havner














MARJORIE’S JOTTINGS


November 2006 - January 2007
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